312   MEN AND EVENTS OF MY TIME IN INDIA.    CHAP. xiv.

Dharmsala; but the monument with the entablature commemo-
rating his great deeds in various countries is in the cathedral
of Calcutta. There was much public sorrow over a great career
suddenly and prematurely closed. The arrangements for the
meeting of the Council at Lahore, and the other proceedings
intended to be held there, were countermanded.

Lord Elgin died in November 1863, and no person
appointed to be his successor being present in India, Sir
William Denison, the Governor of Madras, became by law
acting Governor-General, as he was the senior of the two Presi-
dency Governors. Sir William proceeded to Calcutta to meet
the members of the Council there, and conducted efficiently the
current affairs of the general government. He intended, how-
ever, to move northwards very soon, because he was vigorously
dealing with the military and political affairs on the Indus
frontier, and it was thought that warlike events might, perhaps,
develop themselves. But he suspended this intention on re-
ceiving the announcement that Sir John Lawrence had been
appointed Governor-General and was starting immp.fHa.tety for
India.

Nowadays the news of a Governor-General being nominated
in England, to fill a vacancy suddenly created, would be flashed
by electric telegraph throughout the East quite a month before
he could land upon Indian shores. The telegraphic communi-
cation not having been, as yet, established between England and
India in 1863, the new Governor-General arrived almost as soon
as the notification of his appointment. When the steamship
carrying him touched at Ceylon, the men on the first boat from
the shore asked, "Who is to be the Governor-General of India?"
the answer came, " John Lawrence, and he is on board/'

A feeling of confidence and satisfaction arose in the public
mind, when John Lawrence entered Government House at Cal-
cutta, on January 12th, 1864, just sixteen years after the
arrival of his great master, Dalhousie. All classes believed that
he had been the means not only of saving the Panjab during
the war of the mutinies in 1857, but also of directing its re-
sources towards the recapture of Delhi and pacification of the